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Simple Digital Workflow
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You can move images onto the computer
either through a file management program
or your photo software.

YOU STILL NEED TO ORGANIZE THE PHOTOS

Just like you do your other digital files (word
processing, spreadsheets, pdfs, etc.)
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A digital ‘Negative’ is a digital file that you use
for editing purposes.

Generally, this is the straight out of the camera file. RAW files are preferred if you do
extensive editing but can be jpeg or another format as well. You don’t want to alter this
file in editing.

A digital ‘Print’ is a digital file that you use for
distribution purposes.

Generally, this is the output of the editing process (exported image). JPEG is a great
format for prints.




Digital Workflow Used by Most Photographers

Take the picture
without allowing

Edit Image in your

. Save (export) the edited
favorite software.

Move into the
camera to FILE STRUCTURE image in your

You will probabl
process the on computing device eed tz Know Y FILE STRUCTURE
photo (RAW) treating image as a negative WHERE your on computing device treating

image as a print (store all
prints in one place in the file
structure)

(store all negatives in one

_ _ original image is on
region of the file structure)

the computer.
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Negatives vs Prints

Print (JPG)

Print (JPG) s

The end product is
TWO (or more) DIGITAL FILES that are the equivalent
of (1) Negative and at least (1) Print




Preparation

* Develop a system for storing your files on disk
* By Date
* By Subject
* By some other criteria

* It is best to put all original images (negatives) under one inclusive
folder.

* It is best to have a separate file structure for the exported final
processed images (prints) so that you don’t confuse the original files
(i.e., negatives) with the editing files (i.e., prints).

* Note that JPEG format is perfect for the “prints” as you will not be editing the
prints.
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Separating the File Structures
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More File Structure

* It will be tedious to change file structure in the future, so it is good to
settle on an approach now!

* Your goal will probably be to keep your original images (negatives)
pristine and untouched.

* You may make final print images according to different demands of
different destinations, so it might be a good idea to organized the
final “prints” by destination.



Working with Lightroom

LR is a “hon-destructive” editor

* LR NEVER alters the original image

* Consider the original image files to be like old fashioned Negatives from
which images are printed. The Negative never changes, but the way you
process the image may change every time you print from the negative.

* You have to add (import) image information into LR

* To get a final image with LR edits, you have to export the image,
creating a new image.

Final “Printed”

Original image images
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My Workflow Example

* Take pictures

* My cameras are set
up to take only RAW
Images




Transfer to Computer

* Plug camera into
computer

* You can also take out
the memory card and
putitin a card reader,
but results are the
same.

* The camera shows up
as a device in Explorer

* Navigate to where the
images are on the
camera’s memory card
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Transfer to Computer
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Transfer to Computer

 Select images on camera then drag to new folder on computer
e Can also cut on camera and paste on computer

<« v 4 > ThisPC > CanonEOS5D MarklV > SD > DCIM > 100EOS5D v O D Search 100EQS5D &« v 4 « Documents > AAData » Journals > 2020s > 2021 > 12Dec > 20211210Example
Name - Journals A Name -
# Quick access ‘L‘;J 3L6A1292.CR2 000Temp This folder is empty.
@ Creative Cloud Files || 3L6A2550.CR2 000wedding
22 Dropbox (5] 3L6A2551.CR2 2020
3 |&] 3L6A2552.CR2 2020s
@ OneDrive - Personal l_l-_'l 3L6A2553.CR2 2020
I This PC (acoki s e 2021 —)
3 30 Objects |s] 3L6A2555.CR2 08Aug
I® Canon EOS 5D Mark IV 09Sept
- SD 100ct
DCIM T1Nov
100EOS5D 12Dec
MISC 20211202Light
[ Desktop 20211202MLights
[£] Documents 20211203Light
4 Downloads 20211205MLights
M Galaxy 59 20211210Example
ﬁ Music JeansStuff
[&=] Pictures 20180123facebook-bartquimby
B Videos Bestimages
e Windows (C:) Bryan
s Google Drive (G:) BryansMission
== Lightroom (\\BGSEO1) (L:) JLaLc
== music (\\BGSEO1) (M:) MikesMission




Transfer to Computer

* The files are moved into the new directory on the computer, within
the file structure for original images (negatives)

<« v > ThisPC > CanonEOS5D MarklV > SD > DCIM > 100EOS5D v O <« v A <« Documents > AAData > Journals > 2020s > 2021 > 12Dec » 20211210Example v | O Search 20211210Example
Name & Journals A :modified Type
¥ Quickaccess ] 3L6A1892.CR2 000Temp CR2 File
@ Creative Cloud Files 000wedding CR2 File
22 Dropbox 2020 0/2021 5:11 PM CR2 File
i 2020s 21 5:11 PM CR2 File
@ OneDrive - Personal 2020 5:11 PM CR2 File
B This PC 2021 0/2021 5:11 PM CR2 File
J 3D Objects 08Aug
§® Canon EOS 5D Mark IV 09Sept
& SD 100ct
DCIM 11Nov
100EQS5D 12Dec
MISC 20211202Light
[ Desktop 20211202MLights
=] Documents 20211203Light
& Downloads 20211205MLights
B Galaxy 59 20211210Example
J\ Music Select a file to preview. JeansStuff | ‘Qu-:;;
&=/ Pictures 20180123facebook-bartquimby ) :)’_hw’”
B videos Bestimages
‘s Windows (C:) Bryan
s Google Drive (G) BryansMission
== Lightroom (\\BGSEQ1) (L:) JLaLc
== music (\\BGSEO1) (M:) MikesMission




Accessing your Images

* Now that your images are on the computer you can access them with
your photo editing software. You just need to use the editor’s
software to navigate to where the files are and open them.



